LLANARTH FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT 2025/2026

This Annual Report outlines the priorities, activities, and achievements of Llanarth Fawr Community Council for the financial year 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026, in accordance with Section 52 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021. It provides an overview of the Council’s work, financial management, community engagement, and support for local organisations.

2. Council Priorities for 2025/26
During the year, the Council focused on:
· Highways and local infrastructure, including regular liaison with Monmouthshire County Council.
· Planning consultations affecting the local area.
· Support for community facilities such as Bettws Newydd Village Hall and Llanarth Village Hall.
· Environmental maintenance, particularly dog waste removal.
· Support for churches, youth organisations, and community groups through S.137 and S.214 grants.
· Statutory governance, including audit, insurance, and financial compliance.
· Setting the 2026/27 precept and reviewing reserves.

3. Council Activities
3.1 Meetings
The Council met at Bettws Newydd Village Hall on the following dates:
· 15 April 2025
· 20 May 2025 (AGM)
· 15 July 2025
· 23 September 2025
· 18 November 2025
· 13 January 2026
· 10 March 2026
Meetings covered highways issues, police reports, planning consultations, financial matters, and community concerns.
3.2 Planning Consultations
The Council considered several planning applications, including:
· DM/2024/00355 – New stables, Llancayo House
· DM/2025/00330 – Extension at 1 Bersondy
· DM/2025/00344 / 00343 / 00995 – Works at Llanarth Court Hospital
· DM/2025/01144 – Extensions at Penhallow, Bettws Newydd
· DM/2026/00021 – Conservatory at Sunnybank
· DM/2026/00103 – 3.9MW solar array at Trostrey Court Farm
3.3 Highways
Highways remained a major focus throughout the year, including:
· Updates on The Chainbridge and associated roadworks
· General maintenance concerns
· Attendance by MCC officer Carl Touhig in July 2025
3.4 Community Grants
The Council awarded grants under S.137 and S.214:
Churchyard Grants (S.214) – £100 each
· Bettws Newydd
· Trostrey
· Kemys Commander
· Llanarth (St Mary & St Michael)
· Bryngwyn
Community Grants (S.137)
· Monmouthshire Citizens Advice – £100
· Glascoed FC – £50
· Gwent YFC – £200
· Urdd Gobaith Cymru – £200
· Cerebral Palsy Cymru – £200
3.5 Environmental Services
Dog waste removal was carried out regularly by Merlin Environmental Services Ltd, with invoices throughout the year totalling over £1,000.
3.6 Governance and Administration
Key governance activities included:
· Internal Audit by Catherine A. Williams
· Insurance renewal
· Monthly website hosting payments
· Clerk’s salary and expenses
· Quarterly PAYE payments
· Monthly bank charges

4. Financial Overview
4.1 Receipts
· Precept: £9,500
· VAT Refund: £302.36
· Balance brought forward: £3,486.20
4.2 Payments
Major expenditure included:
· Clerk salary & admin: £4,652.08
· Insurance: £572.20
· Dog waste removal: £1,000+
· Hall hire: £60
· Audit fees: £250
· Grants: £1,250+
· Bank charges: monthly
· Website hosting: monthly
Total payments: £8,871.79
4.3 Year‑End Position (31 March 2026)
· Bank balance: £6,211.89
· Unpresented cheques: £1,795.12
· General reserve: £3,416.75
· Earmarked reserve (Community Led Plan): £1,000

5. Fixed Assets
The Council held fixed assets valued at £1,410.01, including:
· Brother Mono Printer
· Epson Projector
· HP Laptop
· Noticeboard – Great Oak
· Noticeboard – The Pitt
· 2½% Consolidated Stock
No assets were acquired or disposed of during the year.

6. Community Engagement
The Council continued to welcome public attendance at all meetings. Engagement included:
· Responding to local concerns
· Supporting churches, youth groups, and sports clubs
· Maintaining communication through agendas, minutes, and the Council website

7. Governance & Training
The Council:
· Completed its statutory internal audit
· Maintained VAT records
· Set the 2026/27 precept
· Managed earmarked reserves
· Complied with financial and governance requirements

8. Priorities for 2026/27
· Continued monitoring of Chainbridge works
· Ongoing planning consultations
· Appointment of the Internal Auditor
· Delivery of community grants
· Review of reserves
· Continued environmental maintenance

9. Conclusion
Llanarth Fawr Community Council successfully delivered its statutory duties, supported local organisations, and maintained financial stability throughout 2025/26. The Council ends the year with healthy reserves and a clear focus on supporting residents and local facilities in 2026/27.

